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CERTIFICATED
20 YEARS OF SERVICE

SUZETTE
ANASTASIO-WHISLE
Suzette is one of the kindest teachers
you will ever meet. She goes out of her
way to make sure that staff morale is
high and student needs are met. She is
an asset to Joshua Cowell, and we are so
thankful to have her as part of our
community. ~ Christie Newman

KELLIE BARNETT
Mrs. Barnett works diligently to make sure all her students
are successful and meet grade level standards, she truly
believes that all students can learn. She is passionate about
teaching and gives generously of her time to work with
students before school and during school in small groups to
best meet students’ needs. She has helped and touched
many students lives during her Twenty years of service to
Manteca Unified.
~ Tracie Crawford

JOE BARRON

Mr. Barron has inspired countless
students throughout his career
through music education. Mr.
Barron has been instrumental in
creating successful Band and
Orchestra programs here at
Weston Ranch High School. The
students and community of
Weston Ranch are fortunate to
have an educator who inspires
young people to follow their
passion within the arts.
~ Troy Fast

MICHAEL BERCHTOLD
Mr. Berchtold connects with his students with
humor and positivity. He enjoys teaching with
technology and teaching through One Note.
As a fifth grade teacher, Mike has run our
Muscrat program for students who chose to
stay back from Science Camp. He does a great
job planning the instruction and the fun
activities during the campfire night.
~ Sherrie Jamero

DAN BEUKELMAN
Dan is a strong leader in the secondary world. He also sits on
many committees and is seen as a leader among district
administration as well as his counterparts. Dan is an advocate
for his students, looking for ways to increase activities and
experiences for his students and he understands their unique
needs. Dan is also very helpful to new administrators,
supporting them by giving advice and encouraging for them. I
will often ask him for advice and that’s why we call him “Dan
the man”.
~ Clara Schmiedt

GREGORY BOEDECKER
Greg has made a great mark at McParland as a
Math, Science, P.E., Leadership teacher and
Yearbook Advisor. He helps keep student
involvement in the forefront.
~ Dale Borgeson

RYAN (FRANK) BONO
Ryan is the ultimate team player. Whenever Manteca HS
needs someone to step up and lead a specific task, he
always rises to the challenge and gets the job done. He has
great rapport with kids and has a “knack” of getting the
maximum potential out of them on and off the court.
Ryan is a trustworthy and loyal Buffalo and the
community is grateful for his unceasing dedication to the
students.
~ Frank Gonzales

DALE BORGESON
Dale is a thoughtful, conscientious, and
insightful leader in the District that looks to
improve education for the children in our
community. Dale leads by example and is
determined to provide the best education he
possibly can for our youth. Dale has been a
mentor to many principals and teachers
throughout the years and has helped others
navigate through difficult issues in
education. Congratulations Dale for hitting the
20 years in Manteca, Looking forward to 20
more.
~ Roger Goatcher

Dr. Jody Burris has been a
tremendous asset for our Special
Education Department and the
students she has served for 20
years. Jody is one who is constantly
reevaluating her work to see if she
is doing everything she can for the
neediest of student in our District.
Jody has brought significant
changes to MUSD through
programs she has championed such
as Autism programs and staff
trainings. Congratulations Jody for
20 years with MUSD.”
~ Roger Goatcher

JODY BURRISS

ESTHER
CALDERON
Esther is currently a third-grade teacher who
continues to create and maintain lasting
relationships with students and families. She
can be counted on to use her Bilingual
abilities to translate, communicate, and
educate our community. Her generous spirit,
calm demeanor, and loving ways contribute to
the success of her students and benefits the
climate and culture of Mossdale School.
~ Susan Sanders

Sherie knows the meaning of
service to the students, families,
and community. She has shown
an interest in technology, new
teaching techniques, and loves
teaching mathematics. The past
year she has become a strong
supporter of Mossdale’s recent
initiative to teach “Math Talks”
school wide. Her kind spirit and
sweet smile makes her a pleasure
to work with. Congratulations to
Sherie!
~ Susan Sanders

SHERIE
CARDOZA

MARISA
CASTELLANOS
Marisa Castellanos is an amazing
educator who cares very much for her
students. She is exceptionally caring
and funny and has a great work ethic. I
am honored to call her my colleague!
~ Jacalyn Davis

MARIA CORDERO
Maria became a beacon in our school this year. She
stepped in mid-year and didn’t miss a beat. She is focused
on meeting student needs and supporting our teachers.
Her organization, hard work and dedication are
unparalleled. She has been a positive addition to our
cougar community.
~ Christie Newman

CHRISTOPHER COURTNEY
Mr. Courtney is a valuable member of both our
science and math departments. Chris currently
serves as the science department chair and is
heavily involved with QISA, ACCESS and a
myriad of other programs and activities on
campus! Most impressive, he regularly works on
his prep to support English Learners within the
ELD program tutoring them in math. Mr.
Courtney is passionate, hardworking and an
absolute pleasure to have on staff! ~ Steve Clark

For Mary, it’s students first.
Whether it’s the daily teaching,
working with families, or behind
the scenes, Mary goes the extra
mile to know her students and
help connect them to school. And
it shows too. Every student that
leaves her class knows how much
their teacher cares.
~ Steve Clark

MARY
DEL PINO

JON DEROOS
Mr. DeRoos is a team oriented
individual and is professional in his
craft. He is the type of teacher that
has high expectations for his students
in the classroom and his students
have the utmost respect for him. Mr.
DeRoos is one who believes in
inspiring his students to achieve their
highest potential. ~ Troy Fast

JENNIFER DOOLEY
Jennifer is a wonderful first grade teacher. She
began teaching at Lincoln School in 2000.
When Woodward opened, she moved over to
transition into first grade. Mrs. Dooley is a
very caring and organized teacher. She loves
watching her first graders learn new concepts.
Jennifer runs a class that is emotionally and
socially safe for all her students while also
promoting independence.
~ Sherrie Jamero

ROGER GOATCHER
Orrin Woodward said: ‘Average leaders
raise the bar on themselves; good
leaders raise the bar for others; great
leaders inspire others to raise their own
bar.’ Over the last 20 years, Roger has
and continues to inspire others to raise
their own bar!
~ Dr. Clark Burke

ESPERANZA
GONZALEZ
Esperanza is a key member of Stella
Brockman’s 4th grade team. She doesn’t
hesitate to provide additional intervention
outside of school hours in order to see her
students succeed. She works with students
to provide not only an education but also
to meet their social/emotional needs.
~ Denise Buske

BRIAN GOULART
Due to Brian’s humility, many people may
be unaware of the vast impact he has had
upon our community. I have witnessed a
great many of those actions with my own
eyes. Coach Goulart has truly changed
many young people’s life trajectories in the
right direction.
~ Willie Herrera

Mr. Harbison has served the Special
Education Department at Sierra
High for 20 years! He has a strong,
yet humble influence on his students
and pushes them to work to their
potential. In addition to teaching,
Coach Harbison served Sierra High
as the Head Varsity Football Coach
for 12 years. He demonstrates
perseverance and consistency for his
students and colleagues and is
respected by all.
~ Steve Clark

JEFFREY
HARBISON

JEANNINE HAXTON
Her inquisitive mind never stops
thinking about what new strategy
will best serve her students. Jeannine
models what it is to never stop
learning.
~ David O’Leary

CHERIE HENKE
Mrs. Henke is a leader among her grade
level team. It is evident when you walk
into her classroom that she has a passion
for teaching and there is always positive
learning energy in the air. She takes the
standards and concepts and makes them
come alive for the students. Mrs. Henke
does whatever is best for kids. Mrs. Henke
is one of those individuals who makes the
working environment a fun place. August
Knodt is proud to have her as a teacher.
~ Sherryl Price

EDUARDO HERRERA
Eduardo has been an important part of our
Science Department at East Union for the past
20 years. Mr. Herrera has embraced the
OneNote program and strives to have all his
students working online at school or at home
with the same high expectations and support.
Students absolutely LOVE Mr. Herrera, who
often sings to his students, laughs with them,
and is able to connect with his students with
his tremendous heart and mentorship.
~ Polly Ficken

CAROLYN JOHNSON
Since coming to McParland, Carolyn has made her
mark in and out of the classroom. She is an excellent
classroom teacher and has been the leader of our
Annual Fall Festival!
~ Dale Borgeson

MARLIES LIEBELT
Marlies is a natural leader and is always
willing to provide help and support to
her peers. She is well known in the
Cougar community and frequently
requested by parents. She enjoys
helping others and is a pillar at Joshua
Cowell.
~ Christie Newman

ADAM LIEL
Mr. Liel has dedicated himself to MHS
for the last 2 decades. Adam is an MHS
alumni and as a long-time staff member
has served in many ways. Adam has
always been ready to step up when help
is needed to support students. MHS has
been lucky to have Adam for the past 20
years and we thank him for his service.
~ Frank Gonzales

NEIL
MACDANNALD
Mr. MacDannald is an excellent administrator. He
provides guidance and support to the staff. He
has a genuine interest in listening and addressing
problems that arise. He has garnered great
support and respect from the employees for his
professional approach to being a leader on our
campus. MHS is truly grateful for having a caring
and dedicated person that truly supports student
learning.
~ Frank Gonzales

CAROLINE MULRY

Caroline is one of the true Lathrop
Warriors. She works countless hours with
true dedication to the success of all
students. She is known for her excellent
work with second language students and
prescribing interventions for
underperforming students. She is very well
respected and works closely with staff to
assist with meeting student needs. She is
amazing with students and loved by all!
~ Debbie Ruger

DENISE NAGAO
Denise has strong knowledge in a broad range
of special education areas including non-public
schools, legally defensible report writing,
determining eligibility in the school system, and
in depth understanding of students with
disabilities and their needs. She has been
supportive of new school psychologists and has
provided strong supervision to many. Denise is
an asset to the MUSD Special Education
Department.
~ Jody Burriss

KEVIN NIENDORF
Mr. Niendorf, also known as Mr. 9, is not
just your everyday passionate math and
social studies teacher. He has coached
Great Valley’s students in basketball and
volleyball for many years. Mr. 9 is also
known to play a prank or two (or eighty)
on his Great Valley colleagues.
~ Jacalyn Davis

JEANETTE PACHECO
It is a pleasure working with Jeannie
Pacheco every day. She makes
collaboration and hands on learning
priorities in her classroom. She has a
heart for kids and does a great job
supporting all Great Valley.
~ Jacalyn Davis

ELIZABETH RIVERA
Komure Kids have been fortunate to
have a 1st Grade Teacher like Mrs.
Rivera. She has a natural way of showing
how much she cares about our school
and her students. Mrs. Rivera’s students
show so much growth socially and
academically because she has a positive
way in which she shows how much she
believes in them and she will not give up
on helping them meet their potential.
~ Jeff Podesto

LISA RODRIGUES
Lisa began her career in second grade
at Joshua Cowell in 2000. When
Woodward opened, Lisa came over to
teach in the intermediate world. Lisa
is passionate about educating her
students and enjoys that moment
when “the light bulb” goes on and
she can she see the learning in the
students’ eyes. ~ Sherrie Jamero

ELDA RODRIGUEZ
Elda Rodriguez has got to be the most
enthusiastic and passionate teacher I have
ever met. She is absolutely infectious and
loves to share what her students are
working on. She is an amazing colleague
who LOVES to compliment and recognize
her fellow educators at every opportunity!
It is a joy to work alongside Elda every day!
~ Jacalyn Davis

DEBRA RUGER
Debbie has been a leader and an
individual that is able to think outside
the box in her efforts to meet the needs
of the students at her school. Debbie
consistently looks to place students
first and helps to do the little things to
brighten the day of a child. Debbie has
always been willing to work through
the difficult issues our District has
faced with optimism and hard work.
~ Roger Goatcher

TERRY SILVEIRA
Mr. Silveira is loved by his students and
leads his young musicians with humor,
sensitivity and joy. Terry is thoughtful,
cares about his students and leads by
example. He has been an immeasurable
inspiration to his students for 20 years.
Our students are lucky to have a skilled
teacher in Mr. Silveira.
~ Ms. Annette Taser

LAUREN STACEY
Laurie is a very kind and compassionate
person who works well with her grade level
team. She is a key member of the Sanford
Harmony committee with true dedication
to the social and emotional well-being of
her students. She has tackled Distance
Learning with perseverance. Her hard work
and dedication benefits Lathrop School
greatly.
~ Debbie Ruger

SANDRA SUZUKI
Ms. Suzuki cares more about her
students then she does about
herself. She goes above and beyond to
teach her students not only
mathematics but about life. She comes
to school with a smile on her face
every day. You can tell she loves her
job and her students.
~ Dan Beukelman

SCOTT THOMASON
Coach Thomason, as he is known, has a passion for kids
and for helping them create a healthy lifestyle! As a PE
teacher at Sierra HS for 20 years, he has impacted
countless young people both in the classroom and on the
basketball floor. Congrats to Coach Thomason on 20
years of service!
~ Steve Clark

MIGUEL
TORRENTE
Mr. Torrente is the type of educator who
always places his students first. He
challenges his students to think critically and
push themselves. He is a Teacher of
Teachers who has mentored and impacted
countless teachers and WRHS students over
the years. His passion for a strong rigorous
classroom has only inspired those students
that he has come across to achieve their
highest potential.
~ Troy Fast

CHRISTINE WATSON
Christine is a gem of hidden talents. She has
taught multiple grade levels, but TK/K is her
niche. She is full of kindness and patience and
ensures her students have a solid foundation for
successful learning. Christine is an amazing
resource on our campus, and we are thankful
she is part of the cougar community.
~ Christie Newman

CHRISTINA YOUNG
Mrs. Young has had an integral and
energetic presence on the Sierra High
campus for 20 years while instructing in the
English Department. Mrs. Young
establishes meaningful rapport with her
students and connects with them on a
personal and academic level. We are proud
that she has been a loyal part of our TWolf family for 20 years! #BookLove
~ Steve Clark

CLASSIFIED
20 YEARS OF SERVICE

HEATHER
ARMSTRONG
Through our journey, coming together
is a beginning. Keeping together is
progress. Working together is success.
Heather is the coalescence of our
success. Her 20 years of service is a
keystone for MUSD!
~ Dr. Clark Burke

JOHN AVILA

John is an exceptional Head Custodian. He
develops and implements effective
management strategies to organize his tasks
in the custodial department. He mentors his
colleagues to support and respect other
employees and the goals of the school. John
works effectively with the entire staff during
challenging situations in order to meet all
needs. We will always be deeply grateful to
him for his stewardship of our beloved site.
~ Frank Gonzales

JUANITA
BRIZUELA
Mrs. Brizuela is an integral part of the
Nile Garden staff in that she ensures
that our technology is up and running
so that the school can function. If
she does not readily know the answer,
she perseveres in finding it.
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

Mrs. Buchanan is a strong and
supportive person to the community
of MHS. She is a very compassionate
and sincere employee who takes pride
in her job. She has many strengths but
her greatest strength is her willingness
to collaborate and cooperate with her
co-workers. Her commitment to
ensuring that the overall mission and
vision of MUSD and MHS is
commendable. She is a source of
inspiration to her fellow employees.
~ Frank Gonzales

MARY
BUCHANAN

TACI CARDEN
Taci helped open up Lathrop High
School in 2008 and she remains a
consistent source of strength on our
campus! We appreciate Taci’s sense
of humor and bright smile that
welcomes our students and staff to
campus every day!
~ Greg Leland

KELLY CARDOZA
Kelly is such a delight to have on our
staff. She is a ray of sunshine and
brightens each day with her infectious
smile and bubbly personality. Seriously,
where does this girl find her energy?
Here’s to many more years of good
times and great shoes!
~ Sonya Arellano

BARBARA CASTILLO
Congratulations on achieving this anniversary with the
District, Barbara! We are proud to have you on our team
and appreciate your dedication to our employees, your
hard work and your commitment to excellence year after
year. Thank you for many wonderful years of service and
best wishes to you for many years to come.
~ Samria Faria

MAYRA FERNANDEZ
Mayra is our ‘Go-To Gal’ for so many facets of
our educational process at Shasta. She provides us
with the language bridge – verbally or with written
language that we need in order to effectively
communicate with our community. She has a
welcoming and sweet presence that encourages
our families to feel comfortable and informed. We
are very grateful she is on Team Shasta.
~ Audrey Parker

GLORIA
FIGUEROA
Gloria is a very dedicated MUSD
employee. She is thorough in her
work, a quick learner and always
willing to help others.
~ Randi Fowzer

STEPHANIE HUFF
Stephanie wholehearted dedicates
herself to her work, her team, our
students and her family. She makes a
positive difference in the lives of each
person that is lucky enough to work
with her.
~Tracee Franks

TINA MADDEN
Tina is a vital part of MUSD and Sierra High School!
She works diligently every day to provide meals for
hundreds of students who rely on school lunch for
their nutrition. She always has a smile on her face and
treats students, staff and her fellow employees with
the utmost respect and kindness.
~Steve Clark

MARISELA
MARTINEZ

Mrs. Martinez works with our English
Language Learners daily and assists the
students gain a better understanding of
the curriculum presented to them. She
is patient and kind and builds
relationships not only with the students
but their families as well and for that,
we are thankful.
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

STELLA OLIVER
Stella is a huge part of the culture and
climate at Sierra High School. Stella is a
person of strong character,
trustworthiness, reliability, and
compassion. She is able to combine all
of these personality traits with an
excellent working knowledge of school
district policies and practices to become
an outstanding office manager!
~ Steve Clark

It has been an enormous pleasure
to work with Kathy over the years.
Kathy is the kind of administrator
that loves to build new programs.
She is very creative producing
classes with MELS Garage,
McGuyver Nights just to name
few. As the director of CTE, she
has built and monetarily support
programs and has made them the
amazing programs you see today.
~ Clara Schmiedt

KATHY RUBLE

JILL SABERNIAK
Mrs. Saberniak is a trustworthy and loyal Buffalo. She is a
very caring person who understands people’s needs and is
always offering to assist and serve them. She promotes a
positive atmosphere in the office that symbolizes our
commitment to our students. She has been able to work
with the administration to develop strong strategies in her
area to have a great impact on student learning.
~ Frank Gonzales

PATRICIA SCOTT
Patricia is the resident expert on just about
everything. Patricia’s breadth of experience,
and her careful execution of her duties,
make her an invaluable asset. She manages
budgets with precision and has the
incredible ability to be calm and polite no
matter what the circumstance. The district is
better due to her skills and talents and we
are thrilled to have the opportunity to work
with her.
~ Lisa Herrin

ANNE WIDMER
Anne is an incredibly knowledgeable office
manager. She is dedicated to the students, staff,
and families at Golden West. She goes above
and beyond for the entire community of
stakeholders. If there is a need, she will rally to
take care of it. She always gets the job done!
She has a huge heart for the Golden West
School Community, and we are fortunate to
have Anne as a part of the Golden West team.
~ Sherie Gates

LARRY YANG
Mr. Larry Yang has been one of the
most dependable and consistently
hard-working employees I have ever
had the privilege of supervising!
Larry gets along with everyone and
responds with a big “no problem”
to every request.
~ Juan Arcos

CERTIFICATED
25 YEARS OF SERVICE

PEGGY DANEL
There is a reason that students and
parents alike love to have her for
their teacher. Peggy does
everything she can to help children
be successful.
~ David O’Leary

ELENA GAVINO
Mrs. Gavino is one of several past students
who have returned to teach at Nile
Garden. She is a math teacher who
presents the information that makes
everyone want to learn math. Her end goal
each year is that no student fails her class
and she works before school, during
recess, lunch and after school to ensure her
students have every opportunity to have
success.
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

BRENDA GREENLEE
Brenda is someone who brings a
smile to all she meets. She loves being
a teacher so she can help shape all her
students to be well rounded and
productive adults. Brenda loves her
job and she loves East Union.
~ Steve Jackson

SHARI MILLER
Shari is the teacher you want for your own
child. She is committed and dedicated to
listening, seeing, and understanding the
“whole child”. She has a heart of gold for her
students and every year she is “mama bear”
to every student in her class. She creates a
safe, protected environment for every student
to grow and succeed ensuring nothing gets in
the way.
~ Sherie Gates

ANNE MARIE MILLIN
Marie is very knowledgeable and a
district leader in special education. Her
practical and common-sense approach to
lesson planning, legal issues, and
curriculum has helped establish positive
working relationships. Her ability to look
into situations and provide solutions that
are both proactive and practical for both
students and teachers is greatly
appreciated. ~ Jody Burriss

NORMA MOLINA
Norma is a very kind and compassionate
teacher. She is well-loved by the community
and goes the extra mile to benefit her
students. She is appreciated for her
commitment for all students to have the
opportunity to attend science camp and leads
school wide fundraising throughout the year
to make it happen. Her hard work and
dedication to students and the school is
commendable. ~ Debbie Ruger

BENJAMIN SIANEZ
Ben is entertaining, passionate,
caring, a wealth of knowledge and
the most recognizable face and voice
on Sequoia’s campus. Ben is an
extremely effective Kindergarten
teacher who has taught hundreds of
Sequoia students, and many of their
parents!
~ Suzanne McCreath

STEPHAN
UNTERHOLZNER
“Mr. U” is an important member of our SHS
Science Team! He has a passion for working
with students, inspiring them to utilize their
creativity and knowledge to identify and solve
problems in real-world application models in
the robotics and Chemistry fields. Mr.
Unterholzner is a vital part of SHS and
MUSD!
~ Steve Clark

CLASSIFIED
25 YEARS OF SERVICE

SHERYL
AUBUCHON
The students in the classroom look
forward to seeing her every day and
love and respect her as an aide in the
classroom. She is very well organized
and is a pleasure to work with on a
daily basis.
~ Frank Gonzales

MICHAEL BROWN
Mr. Brown cares about the state
of the school and has been a
faithful employee for 25 years.
~ David O’Leary

DONA DODD

Dona is an integral
component to so many
aspects of the IT
Department Information
Systems Team. In her 25
years at MUSD, Dona has
proven to be an
unparalleled asset, making a
positive impact to both
students and staff.
~ Colby Clark

Coach James is endearingly
referred to as “The Man” at Sierra
High School! As our Custodial
Supervisor, he is an excellent
leader; trustworthy, dependable, a
person of the highest integrity,
and a great listener. Most
importantly, Coach James is a man
with a kind, compassionate heart
who is a servant-leader!
~ Steve Clark

MICHAEL
JAMES

DIANE SILVA
Diane is one of the reasons that Sierra feels like home. Her
outgoing and caring personality is infectious and impacts
students, families, and colleagues. Even the little things like
saying “hello” to a person walking by make all the difference
to campus, and there’s none better than Diane. She’s got your
back through the thick and thin, and everyone knows they can
depend on her. Congratulations Diane!
~ Steve Clark

CERTIFICATED
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

TRACY BARBIERI
Tracy is a very dedicated and loyal
teacher. She has spent her entire 30
years at Lincoln, a true Raider!
~ Randi Fowzer

MARY BECKER
Mrs. Mary Becker is an educator who
deeply cares about her students in all
aspects of their education:
academically, psychologically,
emotionally, and socially. The best
part about that? Her students
KNOW it.
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

LEAH BELKIN
Leah is truly a caring individual. She
communicates well with students,
parents, and her peers in order to
provide a well-rounded 5th grade
experience. She is a key team member
of the Stella Brockman staff.
~ Denise Buske

DENNIS FLEMING
Mr. Fleming takes time to build
rapport and connections with all his
students. His quick wit and sense of
humor are enjoyed by all. Mr.
Fleming’s dedication to serving the
students of Manteca Unified for
Thirty years is greatly appreciated.
~ Tracie Crawford

LESLEY
FONTANILLA

I often refer to Lesley as a “legend” in
MUSD. She is known for her stellar
reputation as being an amazing teacher,
program coordinator, and a wonderful
district academic coach. Lesley’s skill set
is exceptional, her work ethic is
incredible, and her passion in education
is a gift we continue to be blessed with.
~ Julie Jenkins

ANNETTE FREEMAN
Mrs. Freeman has a heart of gold. She
cares for her students beyond her first
grade doors and her students seek her
well after she has been their teacher. She
gives of herself endlessly.
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

THOMAS JAMES

Tom is a seasoned veteran who has
served the district in a variety of roles.
He is known for his compassion for
students and effectively working with
students with special needs. He is
appreciated for his dedication to art of
teaching and preparing students for the
next grade level.
~ Debbie Ruger

LARRY MACHADO
Larry is an outstanding Lead Counselor for
Manteca Unified. He is exceptional at keeping
track of students who are in jeopardy of
graduating from high school starting in middle
school. He often supports other counselors to
trouble shoot the many extensive issues with
student scheduling and he worked to help
many of the comprehensive high schools and
alternative programs. Larry goes above and
beyond to support all counselors, with his no
nonsense style.
~ Clara Schmiedt

TONI MCFETRIDGE
After 30 years, Toni is still laser
focused, data driven, and will only the
accept the best out of each of her
students. Often tasked with working
with the most difficult to teach, she
continually rises to the challenges of
teaching and I appreciate her
dedication to both her peers and her
students. ~ Suzanne McCreath

SUZETTE MORANSuzette is amazing. She is a team
MCAULEY

player, she shares ideas, and is great
to all the staff. She always lifts people
up when they are going through a
time and is constantly praising and
encouraging. She is so positive and
organized. She is a wonderful teacher!
~ Lori Guzman-Alvarez

STEVE MORETTO
Steve has dedicated so many years to MUSD.
Steve has worked with Saturday School, and
makes sure that the state testing, English
learner testing, School Accountability Report
cards and everything else is complete and
accurate. He breaks down the testing process,
and trains others on it with methodical
precision. His kind manner and soft tone
make him a pleasure to work with.
~ Lisa Herrin

NINA NORTON
Mrs. Norton challenges students to give their best everyday
while encouraging them to be thoughtful of what they are
learning. One of the most delightful accomplishments of her
career is her abilities to encourage students to serve their
community. The Buffaloes, both past and present, are lucky
to have a teacher that gives so much to our community.
~ Frank Gonzales

WHITNEY RYAN
Whitney’s passion for her kindergarten
students is commendable. She goes
above and beyond in providing
intervention for those students in need.
She works alongside students and their
families to provide a rewarding
Kindergarten experience.
~ Denise Buske

REBECCA SCHOLL
Becky is one of the longest tenured teachers at
McParland. She brings a love of her students and a
desire to meet their needs no matter the obstacles!
~ Dale Borgeson

DONNA TAYLOR
Mrs. Taylor is an exceptional teacher that truly cares about
her profession. She has a great deal of creativity in doing the
same thing in different ways. Mrs. Taylor also shows her love
for her students by attending many extra-curricular events
which students greatly appreciate.
~ Frank Gonzales

GRETEL WEISS
Gretel is a dedicated special education
teacher. She looks carefully at each
student’s unique learning styles and
advocates to ensure every need is met.
She prides herself on the relationship
she builds with the students, families,
and staff. Gretel has made a positive
difference to many students and families
within MUSD over the years.
~ Sherie Gates

CLASSIFIED
30 YEARS OF SERVICE

SEAN DEAVER
Sean has worked at Woodward for
the last 10 years. He is a loyal
custodian who enjoys working in
our community. Sean is a hard
worker who also takes time to
make sure that other staff
members are having a good day.
We appreciate his humor and work
ethic.
~ Sherrie Jamero

Michelle is a loyal Buffalo.
She maintains order and
productivity at MHS in her
area of technology. She
notices areas of need and
improves or implements a
plan to ensure teachers and
students are able to fulfill
their tasks in a timely
manner. MHS is grateful to
have her working and serving
all our staff and students.
~ Frank Gonzales

MICHELLE
HALLA

MARK HERSMAN

Mark is an exceptional
employee! He has had the
same bus route for many
years and the students love
and respect him! We always
send new bus drivers with
him so they can learn from
his excellent example.
Congratulations on your 30
years, Mark!
~ Melody Ford

LORI HILSON
Ms. Hilson is an important and longtime member of the
Widmer community. Her compassion and commitment is
inspiring. She is always ready to lend a hand in any
capacity. She is a powerful representative of the spirit and
purpose of our school.
~ Kathy Brown-Snyder

JEROME JORGENSEN
Jerome is a valuable resource to the district due to his
knowledge of farming. He has the reputation in the
community as an exceptional farmer, he maintains the
almond orchard and the pastures for the farm animals. He
works well with the other ag business that preform
specialized work at the farm. His knowledge of farming
will be missed when he retires.
~ Clara Schmiedt

DEBIE MCLARTY
Debie has been a Woodard Mustang
since the school opened it doors in 2004.
Debie is very friendly and
accommodating to the children and
Woodward community. She advocates
for her students and is the first person to
“step up” for kids in need. She wears
many hats as she also works extremely
hard for all classified employees in
MUSD.
~ Sherrie Jamero

CERTIFICATED
35 YEARS OF SERVICE

SONYA JANUARY
Sonya's colleagues have described
her as wise, diligent, and
genuine. She has always provided
them with a listening ear. She has
helped many students, parents and
teachers during her career. She is
kind, patient and enjoyable to work
with.
~ Lori Guzman-Alvarez

Greg is known as the “major of
Lathrop” among the secondary
principals, due to his amazing
positive personality. He is a great
principal, that has the respect of
other administrators, teachers,
students, and parents. He truly
cares about people and that is
very evident with any
conversation he has.
~ Clara Schmiedt

GREG LELAND

ANTHONY
LIBERATO
“Anthony Liberato is dedicated to making
sure all students succeed and meet their
educational aspirations. Anthony ensures
that students understand real life
situations. Above all, Anthony is a
hardworking educator who believes in the
goodness of all students and is beloved by
all through his disarming sense of humor.”
~ Jenaia Cano

DIANE
SHIMASAKI
1st grade Champion forever! Diane
puts her pedal-to-the-metal for her
students, even when her student
challenges her with a big-time math
problem!
~ David Silveira

ROBIN WILSON
“Ms. Wilson is the epitome of Nile
Garden. She attended Nile Garden
as a child and has only taught here
which helps carry on the traditions
of this school. She is patient, kind
and has a way with kindergarteners
that makes one wonder if she is a
magician with children.”
~ Deborah Noceti-Ward

CLASSIFIED
35 YEARS OF SERVICE

LINDA MEHARG
Linda is so kind, patient and
understanding of students. She is
always willing to help and she always
does it with a friendly smile.
~ Randi Fowzer

CERTIFICATED
40 YEARS OF SERVICE

BRUCE PARKER
Bruce is a wonderful speech therapist who
cares very much for the students with
whom he works. He is friendly,
approachable, and easily establishes
rapport with the teachers, parents,
students, support staff, and administrators
he works alongside. His flexibility and
ability to be a team player are definite
assets.
~ Jody Burriss

JULIA BERRYMAN
Mrs. Berryman is a dedicated teacher who
works above and beyond to find ways to meet
all her students’ needs. She has been an
instrumental part in helping and supporting
her resource students to be able to work
towards meeting grade level standards. Mrs.
Berryman is an asset to Veritas School, and we
appreciate the Forty years she has given to the
students in Manteca Unified School District.
~ Tracie Crawford

THANK YOU
Manteca Unified School District
recognizes the dedicated and committed
employees who support and inspire our
future generations.
Thank you, to you all, for your hard work
and dedication.
We appreciate you!

